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Ellen Margrethe Basse

Professor, dr. jur & jur. dr. (h.c.) 
Stenvadet 6 
DK-8240 Risskov 
Denmark 
+45 86 17 18 29 
em@basse.dk 
www.basse.dk

Born 26 November 1948

Grades

2003	 Admitted as Attorney
2000	 jur. dr. (h.c.) Uppsala University
1987	 dr. jur. Aarhus University
1974	 cand. jur.(LLM) Aarhus University

Positions - main occupations

2010 -	 Joint Position with Department of Business Law, Aarhus School of Business and 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Aarhus University

2008 - 2010	 Head of the Climate Secretariat & President of the Climate Panel, Aarhus University
1995 - 	 Professor in Environmental Law 

Law School, Aarhus University
	 Leave of absence 2002 - 2004 where i finished the education as Attorney in the 

law firm Kromann Reumert and works as Consultant/Expert in Environmantal Law 
and Public Law in E.M. Basse A/S

1991 - 1995	 Professor in Procedural Law 
Law School, Aarhus University

1989 - 1991	 Docent (a position between Associate Professor and Full Professor) in Public Law 
Law School, Aarhus University 
Leave of absence 1990 - 1991 where I finished first part of the education as At-
torney in the law firm Hørlyck & Partners

1978 - 1989	 Associate Professor 
Law School, Aarhus University

1974 - 1978	 Assistant Professor 
Law School, Aarhus University 

Positions - sideline occupations

2010, 2008 and 2005	 Visiting Professor 
Georgia State University, Atlanta

1989 - 	 Co-owner and Director 
E.M. Basse A/S (E.M. Basse & K. Kristensen A/S) 
(Consultancy in Environmental Law and Public Law). 
Full-time occupation 2003 - 2004
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1992 - 2001	 Director 
Center for Social Science Research on the Environment (CeSaM), Aarhus University

1997 - 2001	 Environmental Law Specialist 
Aros Advokater (now Bech-Bruun Dragsted) - law firm

1998, 1996 og 1993	 Visiting Professor 
University of Florida

1998	 Special Advisor for the Commissioner for the Environment 
European Commission

Memberships in Board of Directors

2010 -	 Århus Vand A/S (Public owned company responsible for drinking water and se-
wage water in Århus)

2008 - 2010	 Coordination Unit for Research in Climate Change Adaptation (The control group)
2008 -	 Grosserer A. Collstrops Fond (Foundation)
2008 -	 Julie von Müllens Fond (Foundation)
2005 - 2006	 Danmarks Jordbrugsforskning (Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences)
2004 - 2006	 Center for Fødevareøkonomi (Centre for Food Economics)
2000 - 2004	 Danmarks TransportForskning (National Transport Research Institute)
1993 - 2001	 TopDanmarks Life Insurance Companies 

(representing the public) 
November 2000 - juli 2001 including BG Pension

1989 - 1995	 Danmarks Miljøundersøgelser (National Environmental Research Institute) 
Chairman

1988 - 1989	 DK-Sparekassen (DK Savings Bank) 
(representing the public)

awards/Honours

2004	 Awarded the Order of Dannebrog by HM The Queen
2004	 Member of Det Lærde Selskab (The Learned Society)
2000	 Conferred as Honorary Doctor at Uppsala University
1998 - 2001	 Member of “European Council on Environmental Law”
1996	 Member of “Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab” (The Royal Danish Aca-

demy of Sciences and Letters)
1994	 Awarded an honorarium by the 50th Anniversary Jubilee Fund of Aarhus Univer-

sity as a recognition of scientific researdh within Social Science Research on the 
Environment

Memberships in Advisory Groups, Law-committees etc.

2010 - 2013	 Member of Interessentforum in Energinet.dl (advisory board representing the sta-
keholders)

2008 - 2010	 Forum Europa (Think tank on the future of Europe)
2008 - 	 Member of  the Council (Group of Researchers) in CONSITO - Danmarks green 

think tank. Member of International Committee
2008 - 	 Steering Committee, Research Unit for Coordination of Climate Research
2006 - 2008	 Director of studies, Master in Environmental and Energy Law (MEEL)
2004 	 Danish Energy Regulatory Authority (DERA)
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2001 - 2002	 Think tank on the Business Worlds Social Responsibility 
Ministry of Economic and Business Affairs

1998 og 1997	 Think tank on “Environmental Liability” (Chairman) 
European Commission

1993 - 1998	 Council for Tendering and Privatization
1994 - 1996	 Committee on Revision of the Soil Pollution Act
1994 - 1995	 Committee on Revision of the Competition Act
1992 - 1995	 Court of Cassation (deputy member)
1993 - 1994	 Committee on Change of the Administration of Court of Justice
1992 - 1993	 Council for Professional Ethics 

DJØF (The Association of Danish Lawyers and Economists)
1988 - 1991	 The Parliaments Board on Technology
1986 - 1987	 The Parliaments Contact-committee on Marginal Land

Memberships in Research Policy Councils etc.

2010 - 2013	 Fagkomiteen for samfunnsvitenskap, Norges forskningsråd (Expert Committee on 
Social Sciences, The Research Council of Norway)

2006 - 2007	 Programme Steering Committee, Miljø 2015 (Environment 2015), The Research 
Council of Norway

2004 - 2008	 Kommissionen for Videnskabelige Undersøgelser i Grønland (The Commission for 
Scientific Research in Greenland)

2000 - 2004	 Danmarks TransportForskning (National Transport Research Institute) 
(Member of the Board)

2000 - 2002	 Transportrådet (National Council on Traffic)
1997 - 2000	 Advisory board on research 

Ministry for the Environment
1996 - 2003	 Danmarks Forskningsråd (The Danish Council for Research Policy)
1996 - 2001	 Nordic Sub-Committee regarding Environmental Law 

The Research Council of Norway
1996	 “International Scientific Advisory Board of the Northern Institute for Environment 

and Minority Law in Finland”.
1996	 Evaluation group under the Swedish Social Science and Humanistic Environmen-

tal Research Council programme “Paths to Sustainable Development - Behaviour, 
Organisation, Structure” (MISTRA).

1989 - 1995	 Danmarks Miljøundersøgelser (National Environmental Research Institute) 
(Chairman of the Board)

1990 - 1991	 Forskningsrådenes fælles miljøudvalg - FUMO (The Research Councils Common 
Committee on Environmental Research)

1989 - 1992	 The Social Science Research Council initiative “Regulation and Governance” (chair-
man)

1989	 The Social Science Research Council Sub-committee “Society and Culture” (chair-
man)

1988 - 1991	 The Social Science Research Council initiative “Technology and Society” (chairman)
1986 - 1987	 Steering Committee for Women’s Studies
1982 - 1989	 Statens Samfundsvidenskabelige Forskningsråd (National Research Council on 

Social Science)
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Editorial positions etc.

2009 - 	 Danish Correspondent of “Journal for European Environmental and Planning Law 
(JEEPL) 

2002 - 2007	 Member of the Editorial Board of European Environmental Law Review, responsi-
ble for Scandinavia

1989 - 	 Co-editor of “Kendelser om Fast Ejendom” (Decisions on Real Property), responsi-
ble for the section for decisions from the Environmental Appeal Board

1989 - 2001	 Current survey redaktør on “Environmental Liability” Lawtext Publishing - before 
Sweet & Maxwell

1989 - 2001	 Technical editor on Environmental Law on “Den Store Danske Encyklopædi” (The 
National Danish Encyclopedia)


